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We now pass to the duties of the rhetorician. Boys
are often sent to them at too late an age. The school-
master has trenched upon his functions. We can lay down
no certain rule, but the pupil should—to use a modern
phrase—leave school as soon as he is fit for the university.
In choosing a teacher let us pay especial regard to his
moral character. Let him be a parent to his pupils ; let
him have an equable temper, neither too affable nor too
austere. Jjet him deserve, by his constant and uncon-
scious influence, the love and reverence of his pupils.
Above all, choose a teacher of eminence from the very
first—the ablest teachers can if they will teach little things
best. Besides, in the classes of the best teachers you will
find the most desirable fellow students for your son. The
rhetorician will begin by going over again some of the
work of the grammaticus. He will prefer exuberance
to sterility. Nothing is worse than a dry master ; it is
very easy for the power of boys to sink under too great
severity of correction. Nothing cheers study so much as
hope? The master should give his own composition as a
model tGhtts pupils, and encourage them to imitate it.
You must make allowance lor each pupil's age and ability.
* I used to say,' Quintilian tells us, with regard to some
compositions, l that I was satisfied with them for the
present, but that a time would come when I should not
allow them to produce compositions of such a character.*
It is quite true that a good teacher will suit the education
of his pupils to their several capacities, just as a trainer in
the palaestra will make one of his pupils a runner, another
a boxer or wrestler. But this must not be carried too
far. Sometimes this natural disposition is a fault which
must be restrained, and must be met by contrary treat-
ment Still we must not fight against nature. We must
not take away any inborn good quality, we must only

